Munchausen syndrome by proxy in the pediatric intensive care unit: An unusual mechanism.
OBJECTIVE: To present a case of Munchausen syndrome by proxy (MSbP) by a previously unreported mechanism, discussing the occurrence of MSbP in patients in the pediatric intensive care unit (PICU) and the use of covert video surveillance in the diagnosis of MSbP. DESIGN: Report of one case of a child who was proven to be the victim of MSbP while hospitalized in a PICU. SETTING: A six-bed PICU in a military teaching hospital. PATIENTS: One patient hospitalized for evaluation of confusing symptoms, later shown to be the victim of MSbP while on mechanical ventilation in the PICU. The mechanism of MSbP was intentional tracheal extubation by the patient's mother. INTERVENTIONS: Covert video surveillance. MEASUREMENTS AND MAIN RESULTS: After initiation of covert video surveillance in the PICU, the diagnosis of MSbP was confirmed. The patient recovered with some physical sequelae. CONCLUSIONS: Children can be victims of MSbP even in a closely monitored PICU. Covert video surveillance was crucial to confirming the diagnosis.